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Seventeen years ago, local author Michedle Tea's award-winning novel Valencia did for
young lesbians what On the Road did for the Beat generation. Based on Tea's own sex,

drug, and tattoo-fueled search for love and community, the book gave voice to the experi-

ence of other young queers and helped make the Mission district their go-to destination.

This summer, Tea made Talencia into a movie (due out sometime next year) and discovered

some interesting things about the old hood in the process. Puerto Alegre is still slinging giant

margaritas, music still pours out of Esta Noche nightly, and Katz Bagels, where Tea had an

interview for her short-lived brothel job, is still going strong, But a lot has changed, as Tea

wistfully pointed out on a recent tour of her old stomping grounds (she now lives in the

lower Haight). “T loved the Falencia era, but it was kind of crazy,” she says. “Besides, the

city had changed a million times before T even got here. You can’t be oo attached 1o "
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BLONDIE'S

540 WALEMCIA 5T,
Tea wrote much of
Valencia by hand,
sipping cheap beer
in the process, in
what was then a

i rited
EINg-CIAss

Today,

cusiomers hare
order up $12

sanal mart

mamorable incident,
a member was about
to take & chain saw
lo & pig's head, and

NEW DAWN CAFE
3174 16TH 5T

Tea also did some
writing in this café,
where she says you
could get a cofies
for 50 cents and
drink it all day. “The
Mew Dawn aesth
was like Goodw
meets a quaen's
closet,” Tea recalis
“It was almost too
dusty and clutterad
to eat in thare,

o carg.
Tokyo Go Go, &
hipeter sushi joint.

RED DORA'S
BEARDED LADY

4B% 14TH 5T,

Tea describes this
café with a backyard
&8 the “epicenter” of
dyka life in the "80a:
‘It wae an abeohste
wonderand of punk
queers,” including
lesbian writers like
Kathy Acker, who
reacd fheErg, T-::-.'I:l:r'
it's a g.:l.llr_:-"_,l called
Hungryman, situaled
between a .'Ing:g'l_:r
chair store and a
yoga studio,

KFC
105E WALEMCLA ST

In the book, Tea
poes to KFC for
maehed potatoes
after she gete her
tongue pierced in
a zpot thal now
houses Spork, a
chic restaurant
with an axtensive
wine st and free-
ramnge moat. (The
nama, though

pays homage to its
previous occupants

and their all-in-one
cutiary.)

ARMORY

1800 MISSION ST.
The only place on
Valencia that has
become queener
since the "80s is
the Armory. “At the
time, | would obeess
about what was
mnside that hugs

bu !u.n;_; ab the eng
of my block, Dead
pigeons? Dead
I;.'nh;le.s'? I coubdn’t
imagine,” says Tea
Now, of course, the
Armory is home to
Kink.com, a porn
studio and fatish
wabaite.



